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TAPPING
The trees will be ready for tapping to commence at four to six years of age,
by which time the height may be about 30 feet and the girth 18 to 24 inches at
3 feet from the base. The tapping is usually accomplished by carefully excising
a thin strip of the bark with the aid of a special knife, the cut travelling obliquely
round a quarter of the circumference of the trunk. The latex, which gradually
exudes, flows along the surface of the cut and is conducted into a porcelain or
glass cup by means of a metal spout fixed to the tree (see Plate 3). The strip
of bark removed at each tapping is approximately 0-04 inch wide, and the same
operation is repeated daily, in some cases on alternate days, the next strip
being removed immediately below the other, so that after twenty-five tappings
approximately 1 inch of the bark measured vertically will have been removed.
After tapping has been in progress for a certain period, say one year, another
quarter circumference of the trunk, usually the opposite, not the adjacent,
quarter, is operated upon, and in this way the tapping of the original portion
of the trunk is commenced again after a three years' rest. Instead of one-
quarter, one-half or one-third of the circumference may be selected for tapping.
While this system is the one most favoured at present, other systems are still
in vogue to a greater or less extent. Of these the basal V is the one which is
most frequently used. In this case two oblique cuts are made in the shape of
the letter V near to the base of the tree, and the latex is collected in the usual
way (see Plate 4).
Other systems which are now practically obsolete are the herring-bone,
in which a number of oblique cuts are made at intervals in the form of V's
connected by a central channel (see Plate 5), and the half herring-bone in which
only one-half of the V is cut (see Plate 6).
The latex, which comes from the cuts in the form of a creamy liquid, con-
tinues to flow for perhaps one to two hours, the amount collected varying con-
siderably even in trees in the same locality. Not only may the yield of latex
vary, but the rubber content of latex from a number of trees may differ widely,
as has been shown by Whitby,* who found that in a population of 245 seven-
year-old trees in the Malay States, the latex contained from 23 grm. to 55
grm. of rubber per 100 c.c., the average being 36-58 grm. In a population
of 1011 trees in the same area the yield of rubber per tree varied from 1 to
43 grm. per day, with an average of 7-12 grm. Similar results have been
obtained in Java by de Vries.f In the case of a particular tree eleven years
old, which was regarded as a good yielder, the amount of rubber latex collected
* 1. R. J.9 1919, 58, 895.         f Comm. Cent. Rubber-station, Buitenzorg, 1922, No. 29.